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Bicycle Coalition of Maine Unveils 2017 BikeMaine Route
The 5 Annual BikeMaine Ride Will Stop In Six Western/Central Maine Communities
th

February 2, 2017 - (PORTLAND, Maine) – The Bicycle Coalition of Maine revealed today the route for its
5th annual BikeMaine ride, announcing that the 2017 ride will make stops in Skowhegan, Pittsfield,
Kingfield, Rangeley, Hartford and Farmington.
“This year’s BikeMaine route will take riders to the base of some of Maine’s most iconic peaks,”
BikeMaine Event Director Zach Schmesser said. “It is an opportunity to showcase the splendor and
natural beauty of this region of Maine, along with the people and the culture. It’s going to be a very
special ride.”
This year’s ride, dubbed, “Pathway to the Peaks,” will be held from September 9-16. Participation is
limited to 400 riders. Riders will cover an average of 55 miles per day and a total of approximately 350
miles by the end of the week. To date 325 riders have signed up before knowing the exact location of this
year’s route. Two-thirds of these riders are from out of state, with 20 percent of the riders reporting they
have never been to Maine.
BikeMaine is a fully-supported, seven-day cycling tour organized by the Bicycle Coalition of Maine, with
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield as the presenting sponsor. Since 2013, BikeMaine has pumped nearly
$1.7 million into the local economies of the regions where past events were located.
Last year’s sold-out ride in Downeast Maine contributed $626,000 in direct economic impact, including
$400,000 spent by riders during the ride, and $226,000 spent by the Coalition to produce the event,
which includes most meals for the participants. Whenever possible, food is purchased from Maine farms,
fishermen and lobstermen, highlighting Maine products and local services, Schmesser said.
“The visit by BikeMaine in 2016 was a huge injection of excitement and business into our downtown.
Several galleries reported their best-ever September with the help of the extra business of the 2-day
visit,” Jeanne Peacock of the Eastport Area Chamber of Commerce said. “The restaurants reported
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excellent business and the politeness of the cyclists even as they waited in packed restaurants around
town. Thank you BikeMaine!”
The BikeMaine daily schedule is developed to allow riders to enjoy a carefully curated ride each morning,
while leaving time to explore the hospitable and welcoming host communities each afternoon. Many local
businesses, lodging establishments, bars, restaurants and gift shops in the past have reported record
sales around BikeMaine’s visit to their communities.
###
About BikeMaine
BikeMaine is a fully-supported, seven-day cycling tour organized by the Bicycle Coalition of Maine. The tour
takes a different course every year. Routes traverse uncrowded back roads, looping through small towns and
scenic areas along the coast and inland. The event was created to promote the state as a bicycling
destination and to use cycling as an economic development tool for local communities. Proceeds from the
tour go to support bicycle advocacy in Maine. To learn more, visit ride.bikemaine.org.
About the Bicycle Coalition of Maine
The Bicycle Coalition of Maine is the statewide voice of cyclists and pedestrians. Since 1992, the Bicycle
Coalition of Maine has led the effort to make Maine better for bicycling and walking by protecting the rights
and safety of cyclists and pedestrians through education, advocacy, legislation and encouragement. We
support biking and walking for health, transportation, and recreation. For more information:
bikemaine.org.
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Fact Sheet
Ride Dates

Capacity

September 9-16, 2017

400 Riders

Sponsors & Partners
We are extraordinarily grateful to all our sponsors and partners, including our Presenting Sponsor,
Anthem Blue Cross & Blue Shield, and our Founding Sponsor, L.L. Bean. For a complete list of all our
sponsors and partners, please visit our website at http://ride.bikemaine.org/sponsors-partners

History
BikeMaine is organized by the Bicycle Coalition of Maine, an advocacy group working to make Maine
better for bicycling and walking. The event was founded to promote the state as a bicycling destination
and to use cycling as an economic development tool for local communities. The inaugural BikeMaine
event was held in September 2013 and attracted 251 riders from 37 states and Canadian provinces and
generated an estimated $235,000 in direct economic impact. BikeMaine 2016 sold out its 400 rider spots
6 months prior to the start of the event and pumped more than $626,000 into its host communities.

Giving Back
Wherever possible, purchased resources required for riders are Maine-sourced within host communities
or businesses along the route. The economic boost to host community businesses and community
organizations from riders, volunteers, and family members can be significant, as are the continuing
benefits from increased community visibility.
In its first four years, BikeMaine’s direct economic impact from the event has totaled $1.7 million.
Proceeds from the event support the Bicycle Coalition of Maine and its local cycling and pedestrian
initiatives.
Following the completion of BikeMaine’s three-year start-up phase, BikeMaine awarded a grant to the
City of Gardiner, a 2014 BikeMaine host community in the amount of $12,300, to be used to spur local
investment to complete a connector trail from downtown Gardiner to the Kennebec River Trail.

Host Communities/BikeMaine Village Locations
•
•
•
•

Skowhegan (Start/End) / Skowhegan Fairgrounds
Pittsfield / Manson Park, Crosby Street, Pittsfield
Kingfield / Mountain Village Farm, 164 Main Street, Kingfield
Rangeley / Rangeley Town Cover Park, Park Road, Rangeley
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•
•

Camp Wekeela / Camp Wekeela Drive, Hartford
Farmington / Prescott Field, Front St, Farmington

Schedule
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Day 0: Saturday – September 9 – Check-In – Skowhegan Fairgrounds
Day 1: Sunday – September 10 – Skowhegan to Pittsfield
Day 2: Monday – September 11 – Pittsfield to Kingfield
Day 3: Tuesday – September 12 – Kingfield to Rangeley
Day 4: Wednesday – September 13 – Layover Day in Rangeley
Day 5: Thursday – September 14 – Rangeley to Camp Wekeela
Day 6: Friday – September 15 – Camp Wekeela to Farmington
Day 7: Saturday – September 16 – Farmington to Skowhegan

Registration
•

January 1 – May 31: $925
• June 1– End of Registration: $975

Registration Includes
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Three hearty, delicious meals each day, 18 meals total. Riders must arrange three meals on their
own while in Bethel for the layover day. Registration includes a traditional lobster bake with fresh
Maine lobster, clams, and just harvested corn-on-the-cob
Well-stocked rest stops for recharging and refueling
Friendly course support that includes maps, a signed route, SAG vans, mechanical and medical
assistance if needed, and luggage transport
Full use of the BikeMaine Village, a portable tent city that springs up wherever the tour stops for
the night
Hot showers
Restrooms
Daily entertainment
Bike mechanics
Medical and information tents
Gathering place for cyclists to socialize and swap stories from the road
BikeMaine tee shirt
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Lodging Options
1. Rider provides and sets up own tent (included in registration)
2. Tent and Porter:
Includes 10x10 L.L. Bean tent and 2 camp chairs - $450 add on for up to two people. BikeMaine
will set-up take and down the tent each day and move riders’ bags between the tent and the
luggage truck.
3. Lodging Package:
Summer Feet offers a lodging package for the week that includes accommodations and
transportation between each property and the BikeMaine Village. For details, please see:
http://www.summerfeet.net/explore-trips/maine-bicycle-tours/bike-maine-lodging-transportation

Hotels
For riders interested in arranging their own lodging for one or more local inns along the route, please see
the map of hotels in each of our host communities found under the Frequently Asked Questions tab on
the BikeMaine website: ride.bikemaine.org. Riders must arrange their own transportation to any of these
properties.

Frequently Asked Questions
For a complete list of Frequently Asked Questions please visit our website.

Half-Week Options
A limited number of slots are available for riders to ride three days of BikeMaine. Riders will have the
option of joining BikeMaine at the start on September 9 and staying with us to the layover day in
Rangeley on Wednesday, September 13, or joining us in Rangeley on Wednesday, September 13, and
riding with us to the finish on Saturday, September 16.
Note: Half -Week Riders begin and end their BikeMaine adventure in Skowhegan. We will shuttle
riders doing the first half of BikeMaine from Rangeley to Skowhegan on September 13. We will shuttle
riders doing the second half of BikeMaine from Skowhegan to Rangeley on September 13. The cost of the
shuttle is included in the Half Week registration fee.
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Half-Week Registration Fee:
$550 Includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nine meals
Well-stocked rest stops for recharging and refueling
Friendly course support that includes maps
Signed route
SAG vans
Mechanical and medical assistance if needed
Luggage transport
Hot showers
Restrooms
Daily entertainment
Bike mechanics
Medical and information tents
Gathering place for cyclists to socialize and swap stories from the road
BikeMaine tee shirt
One way shuttle between Rangeley and Skowhegan

BikeMaine Website: http://ride.bikemaine.org/
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2016 BikeMaine Limited Edition Jersey
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Registration Details
All registration will take place online at ride.bikemaine.org.
BikeMaine 2017 has sold out and online registration is now closed.
Registration for BikeMaine 2017 is limited to 400 riders to insure a well-supported, quality experience
for riders and host communities.

Contact Information
Zach Schmesser
Event Director
zach@bikemaine.org
207.623.4511 (work)
BikeMaine Office
34 Preble St.
Portland, ME 04112
bikemaine.org

BikeMaine Website:
http://ride.bikemaine.org/
General Questions
ride@bikemaine.org
BikeMaine Registration:
http://ride.bikemaine.org/register
BikeMaine Social Media
https://www.facebook.com/BikeMaineRide
https://twitter.com/BikeMaineRide
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE3XMTIbfa-S_OE78sY0AwA
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